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South Gloucestershire

This course is commissioned for professionals from all organisations by the South Gloucestershire Children’ Partnership.

The children’s partnership is the strategic body that ensures children are safeguarded with appropriate policies and procedures and ensures
the children’s workforce has access to multi agency training to help equip them working together effectively for children and families.
Your feedback on today’s course will go directly to the partnership to help ensure the training offer is the best it can be.

This package is designed to complement the trainer led facilitation of this training through discussion and activities.
It is put together as a learning aid, and to signpost and encourage additional learning and further development.

Please note that safeguarding and child protection policies and practices change and are frequently updated.
Some slides used in the session may not be included as the presentation is continually evolving.

It is entirely your choice whether you use this as a digital resource or print. There is no requirement to bring a copy to the training
session unless this would support your learning style and needs.

There are additional resources available via the HRLearning & Development website/course details. These include documents
relating to specific information and links to resources that you may find useful. Click here to visit the site

In addition to this training, you will benefit from regular continuous professional development specific to your role.
The NSPCC Learning service has amazing resources. Sign up to their CASPAR service to be notified of the latest developments
and research. CASPAR | NSPCC Learning Click here to visit the site

Working together to keep children safe and help them thrive South Gloucestershire Children’ Partnership


https://sites.southglos.gov.uk/safeguarding/category/children/i-am-a-professional/
https://learning.nspcc.org.uk/newsletter/caspar
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Key documents

Reports and policy documents shaping
children’s social care and education.

THE CHILD SAFEGUARDING
PRACTICE REVIEW PANEL

Annual Report

2024 to 2025

ll.'

April 2026

The
independent
review of
children’s
social care

Final report

N

Josh MacAlister
May 2022
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| Department
| for Education

Keeping Children
Safe, Helping
Families Thrive

Breaking down barriers to opportunity

November 2024

Department
for Education

Children’s Wellbeing
and Schools Bill

Policy Summary Note

December 2024




Children’s Social Care

National Framework
E=

e
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This is the statutory guidance that sets out the
purpose of children’s social care as existing to
support children and families, to protect children
by ‘intervening decisively’ when they are at

‘risk of harm’ and to ‘provide care for those who
need it’, so they ‘grow up and thrive with safety,
stability and love’.
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Children, young people and Children and young people Children and young people
families stay together and are supported by their are safe outside
get the help they need family network their homes

Children in care and
care leavers have stable
and loving homes
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CHALLENGES FACED BY CARE LEAVERS ===

Care leavers often face unique challenges when moving
into adulthood including:

Finding and sustaining accommodation
Accessing education and employment

) Managing finances

Maintaining positive relationships
Looking after their emotional wellbeing

© usten
Listening to their

views and involving
them in decisions.

&) REMOVE BARRIERS

© recocnise

Recognising when
someone is a care leaver
and understanding
their entitlements.

Being flexible and
removing unnecessary
barriers to accessing
services.

\E

WHAT IS CORPORATE PARENTING?

Corporate parenting is a shared responsibility across all agencies, including
LA's, health services, education providers, housing, police and the voluntary
sector. [t means asking ourselves,

“ “Would this be good enough for my own child?” ”

.................................... e
and ensuring care leavers receive the support and opportunities
they need to thrive.
///;’ : \
.......... .\Lj)
LOCAL HEALTH EDUCATION HOUSING POLICE VOLUNTARY
AUTHORITIES SERVICES PROVIDERS SECTOR

A ® @

@ WORK TOGETHER © novocare O suio TrRusT
Working closely with Advocating for Treating every
Personal Advisors and opportunities in interaction as an

the Care Leavers Team. education, employment opportunity to build
and housing. trust and promote
positive outcomes.

4

& Together, we can create a supportive community where care leavers feel valued, empowered and able to reach their full potential. -"\-

4



Families First Partnership (FFP)

Working together earlier to keep children
safe and support families

National shift to earlier, coordinated Family Help

Reduced distinction between services
(Preventative Vs Child in Need)

|
Structural changes to teams
and service delivery

Multi Agency Child Protection Teams ROLL OUT STARTS

(MACPT’s) IN SOUTH GLOS
CHILDREN’S

Family Group Decision Making (FGDM) PARTNERSHIP

DSLs gain clearer pathways, OCTO B E R

better information flow, and stronger

multi-agency alignment 2026

Designed to reduce duplication, prevent escalation,
and keep families safely together aligned with local procedures

NO CHANGE TO YOUR DAILY SAFEGUARDING DUTIES

South Gloucestershire

CHILDREN’S
PARTNERSHIP

Department
for Education

The Families First
Partnership (FFP)
Programme Guide

Delivery expectations for safeguarding

partners in England

March 2025

CONTINUE TO BE VIGILANT AND TAKE NECESSARY ACTION

LY

- -



New Regional
Threshold Document
BNSSG

This guidance is for everyone working with unborn babies, children and
families from pre-birth to 18, and up to 25 where the young person has Special . .
Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND) across Bristol, North Somerset and the nght t'me
South Gloucestershire (BNSSG).

Q T
Principles for Everyone
k\@/ﬂ o Child-centred, whole-family.
Bg o Early, proportionate help.

Multi-agency responsibility and accountability.

The right help in the right way at

@ o Strengths-based, trauma-responsive and outcome focussed.

@ e Timely Information sharing.

June 2026

South Gloucestershire

KEEPING| SR NS CHILDREN'S
BRISTOL mt d JSCP

A PARTNERSHIP
PARTNERSHIP W




Regional BNSSG Threshold Document

June 2026 - Bristol/SGlos & North Somerset

South Gloucestershire

f{' %8{}3:',3 Family Help * Specialist CP
( e %
S17CIN
W Early Holp $A /iarly I-!e_lpiMA = ~
Universal (3 : R
—
EHAP - SA EHAP - MA S17 S47
Early Help | Early Help
Sarvicas Assessment & | Preventative CHILDREN CHILDREN
P Act 1989
available to all Prevel:tr;tive Tean?l:\:g::j e Chi Act 1989
: ild 8
Ch;‘d"_"} it Additional ~ family (TAF) IiNeed Child
amilies support. " Any professional Protection
SINGLE can lead
AGENCY MULTI-AGENCY
& g N P e 'Y 4
) G =Jolinary = =SSSSS2EE s sas & 88 *

TR )

Responses to Levels of Need
‘Right Help in the Right Way at the Right Time’



romeren  New Regional BNSSG Threshold Document

June 2026 - Bristol/S Glos & North Somerset ———

Support Framework
for Children & Families

The right help in the right way Familv Help - : 2
y Help - Targeted support now includes CIN Specialist CP
at the right time i 3l * ;
Universal Early Help SA Early Help MA S17 CIN
i Y R & B
EHAP - SA EHAP - MA S17 S47
- Services Early Help Early Help
KEEPNG| @EYNSSCP | moners available to all Assessment & Preventative CHILDREN CHILDREN
SAFE i N\ g/ il Plan support Act 1989 Act 1989
e M famili Preventative Team around the Child Child
J amilies N ditional family (TAF) In Need P
; support. Any professional rotection
Click here to SINGLE el
access AGENCY MULTI-AGENCY
document A 7 4 < 4
* ------------------ =NalINtANVES Sie S S S S e e e *
' B\ AN : ) N
KEY MESSAGE Combl o e DOCUMENT REFERENCE
Farnilios FirapPari it e omplex Significant Harm
amilies First Partnership still evolving, Need/Disability? ; j BNSSG Continuum

local roll out expected Oct 2026. Child Protection of Need: Support

Document likely to change. No change to $17 = LA Duty to Enquiries Framework for

EHAP process and forms currently, do same d8& ; Children & Families

as always have re engaging with South M Section 47 firatie

Glos Compass and referrals where provide services | une

concerns for children. Updates will follow. [ D - PN >

South Gloucestershire * Green dotted line shows
= Voluntary  voluntary continuum across
AEY cHiLoren's parTNERSHIP e b



https://sites.southglos.gov.uk/safeguarding/children/i-am-a-professional/threshold-tool-the-right-help/
https://sites.southglos.gov.uk/safeguarding/children/i-am-a-professional/threshold-tool-the-right-help/
https://sites.southglos.gov.uk/safeguarding/children/i-am-a-professional/threshold-tool-the-right-help/

South Gloucestershire
Children’s Partnership

Request for

Request for Help Form

Help form
*

This is the document

to use to request support
from Children’s Services,
including preventative
services and Social Care

Updated October 2026
@ Find a copy on the
Partnership Website
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Police

Children’s
Social Care

Health
Services

Education

5H) Partners

Working together
to keep children and
families safe

Multi Agency Safeguardlng Hub

Probation
Services

Housing

Domestic
Abuse
Services

Drug and
Alcohol
Services



BRAG Rating and MASH explained £
@ RAG Rating @ Outcome _’Fae:;;nse Time

Red (Priority)

Acute Child

Protection

Requires intensive Section 47 / 4 hours - No

support. Child Protection 0 day

0. (T Do we need more than one

Amber :: — T ® ¥ @ professional opinion to make a

Complex / Child In Need = e AR o
— complex needs likely to lead If no, progress through normal
= to longer term intervention. 1 i channels

ger Child In Need 1 working day i yes, progress to MASH

Assessment

Could do, do we need more
than one professional opinion,
evidence is it is low level. If so,

Vulnerable '%‘\
% progress to MASH, if no

Universal support and

lv hel 5 ; X progress through normal
R REEVICES Early Help 3 working days o
Assessment

Green

BRAG (Blue, Red, Amber, Green) helps us prioritise the right support at the right time. . & .
MASH (Multi-Agency Safeguarding Hub) is used when multiple professional opinions are needed. . ' -




Professional
Differences ?

What if | don’t agree? N

P ™Y
[ S —— W - . .y g
South Gloucestershire Children’s Partnership

Clear & Respectful Process

l, «‘ We follow a local process to resolve
professional differences fairly and promptly.

. Focus on the Child
Our priority is always the needs and
wellbeing of the child or young person.

Positive & Solution-Focused
We work together professionally to find
the best way forward.

‘ ‘ Professional Courage - Professional Curiosity — Professional Challenge

Access SGlos CP policies here




Monthly Newsletter

South Gloucestershire
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Click for Newsletter Sign up



https://mailchi.mp/a71c1a6618d2/newsletter-sign-up
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UK Government

Working Together to
Safeguard Children
2026

A guide to multi-agency working
to help, protect and promote the welfare
of children

March 2026

Saouth Gloucestershire

CHILDREN'S

: IPA «TNERSHIPI :




Updated Statutory Guidance UPDATE 2026 ‘ @ Songer guidance

i . ; Safer children.
Meaningful Update CKITT

INVESTIGATION & TRAINING

303 Key Updates in the 2026 Guidance
UK Government Stronger clarity. Broader scope. Better protection.
WO rki n To ether . 9 S Information Sharing
Family Unborn, Kinship xactations
f Help Mouel e EI:ctive Home
to Safeguard clarfied ooked afer Ectigh
Chlld 2026 children
Clearer definition and Broader inclusion to ensure Clear expectations for sharing
A guide to multi-agency working implementation to support protection for more children information for children in
to help, protect and promote the consistent practice. and families. elective home education.
welfare of children
Harm Types e Online harms &
! ), expanded - »  Group Based Anti-discrimination
, ‘ "\ DVA, CSA, D Exploitation - expectations
\&/ Teenrelationship - m Al, Gaming, strengthened
f’ . O abuse multiple harms faced
&y e
Recognises a wider range of Stronger focus on online risks Reinforcing inclusive practice
March 2026 harms affecting children and and the i.mpact of multiple, and tacklir?g inequality in
young people. overlapping harms. safeguarding.

South Glouceslershire

CHILDREN'S

: IPA TNERSHIPI :

Ensuring vital learning and accountability ‘

‘ Sel'l.O-US lnc!dent notifications across a broader group of children CKittled
clarified to include care leavers >24 and young adults. .0
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Department
for Education

N,
for Education

An illustrated quide fo the

Children’s Soci
| Clal C
Nationgaj Framewo:z'l:e

\
*ushrated
Guides

Produced by the government
to help engagement when
working in safeguarding and
child protection with children
and families.

i lain how
illustrated guide to explain !
giyerent people and orgamsanor:‘sd

work together to help, support a

March 2026




CHILDREN'S

acesl MANDATORY DUTY TO REPORT Drvs

A CHILD SEXUAL ABUSE e
CKittled Report. Record. Support.

A 5-STEP SAFEGUARDING PROCESS

(- & o = /
AWARENESS OF INTERNAL MANDATORY 1) SAFEGUARDING ‘ FOLLOW-UP,
CHILD SEXUAL ABUSE SAFEGUARDING EXTERNAL REPORT Wi’ ACTIONS & RECORD MONITORING &

NOTIFICATION KEEPING REVIEW
v
Vv \J
- A = 4
You become aware through: DSL/Headteacher n.1ust Croats 4 cléak ‘
A disclosure f mako s Teport to: factual record @ Confirm statutory
isclosure from 5
‘. a child or adult @  DSL (Designated o Police (crime, immediate . _ agency response
0 Safeguarding Lead), or W danger, criminal offence), il chument dates, Flmes,
e and/or f;’l'(‘:ince' and actions ‘ e Maintain support
@ itnessing abuse i Headteacher if ® e Children’s SocialCare for the child
. . DSL unavailable @a® (safequarding concern) { ) Putimmediate safety
Seeing/hearing W’ measures in place Review policy
evidence (images, E Follow your organisation’s == One mandatory report . and processes
video, audio) safeguarding policy Eé is required per incident— “7v)  Consider wider risks
but internal escalation LY (siblings, peers, other
Credible information must still occur. ~ settings) Do staff understand
indicating abuse e®e DSL/H-Teacher the duty?
has occurred @ ossesses immediate risk «® External agencies begin .) Continue monitoring
) o statutory response and support
T Confidentiality: Keep the child 0 ® ¢ Worktogether with
Q KEY REMINDERS ® , :::; '»:l;zlfc‘)zttl);ela a shareona & at the centre of '.‘ colleagues and
&) y need-to-know basis every decision external agencies

@ Source - Crime and Policing Act 2026




Information Sharing Duty, . gat™
' }- |

Better information sharing ¢ Better decisions ¢ Better outcomes for children and families

a N N N )
0 CORE REQUIREMENT | | (€)) WHAT'S CHANGING? | | €) CULTURE SHIFT () BROADER THRESHOLD
! . Not just crises
Professionals fmdtx:c: = 9 :(r)c:‘rfrildl::;ertamty - (Significant Risk)
egal du [ e
_ MUS.T SHARE . ! proactive sharing
information to support | | e | @ Includes ea}rly h.elp
risk and need assessments Greater clarity, Challenges myths | | ¥ andemergmgrlsli __________
or provide support to a consistency, around GDPR P Relevant information
child and family. accountability & consent Vo)) about child or
L ) &)’ connected person
N = / \_ can be shared Y,
CONSENT TRANSPARENCY n DATA PROTECTION
Children and families must agree Where safe to do so, practitioners Lawful obligations apply and must
to voluntary services such as should be open and transparent | n be complied with. The lawful basis
Family Help but consent is not about why information is being ' for sharing under this duty is most
required to share information. shared and where it is being likely to be public task and/or
& ' shared. : legal obligation. )

e@e
@ Share the right information, with the right people, at the right time. | Working together to keep children and families safe and supported. (')



The May Help Test.:

Before you decide not to share, ask these four questlons

Assess Need

Would this help another
agency understand
the child’s needs?

o/

¢

N

Assess Risk

Could this reveal
harm, vulnerability,
escalation or
a pattern?

Y,

e

Make A Decision

Could this inform
thresholds, planning
or next steps?

llllllllllllllllll

CH LDREN S
PARTNERSHIP

&

Support or Action

Could this help
someone support,
intervene or protect

4

sooner?
AL 47

If the answer is yes, there is likely to be a duty to share —
unless sharing would be more detrimental to the child than not sharing.



% INFORMATION SHARING STATUTORY DUTY 2026 *

Share safely. Share responsibly. Build trust.

Understand and Follow
the Law

w 2,

To Share?

Protect Personal
Information

@ Gb

Consent Share Only What is

Relevant

®
L

No need for consent with the 2026

9 )
Share information in accordance
with the lawful duty unless it
is unsafe.
Consider Safety and
Wellbeing
° ®

Consider safety and wellbeing
when sharing decisions are made
for the individual and others.

Information Sharing Statutory Duty
but where safe to do so you should
be transparent with the family about
why and what you are sharing. Be
clear that you have a duty to share.

This can include information about
the child and connected adults. This
information can also be contextual,
historical and partial information if
relevant for safeguarding functions.

Ensure that personal information
about living individuals is shared
appropriately and securely.

Keep Records of
Your Decisions

Be Accountable
and Transparent

6,

®
Be clear about the reasons for sharing
or requesting information, where the
information has come from and
how it will be used.

Keep a record of your decision and
the reasons for it—whether it is to

share information or not.



South Gloucestershire
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@ Stronger safeguarding. Clearer guidance. Safer education for every child.

Staff - read Part One
(Annexe A gone)

All staff must read the
main Part One.

DSL’s - experience,
cover and handovers

Strengthened expectations
around experience,

cover arrangements and
smooth handovers.

Allegations -
explicitly includes
Trainee Teachers

Procedures explicitly cover
trainee teachers.

)

J

02

054
v

el
e

Integrated guidance on
gender questioning
children

Clear, supportive and inclusive
approach integrated.

Safer Recruitment -
New SCR template
Updated Single Central

Record (SCR) template
introduced.

Safeguarding
Responsibility =
all on site

All staff and adults on site
share safeguarding
responsibility.

)

)

N

J

Updates

Racism in education, Al risks,
filtering & monitoring,
cybersecurity, AP/SEND/
medical needs.

Clearer rules DBS
checks - Work
experience

Clearer guidance on DBS
checks for work experience.

Child on Child Abuse -
wider themes
Broader themes and

contexts covered to support
recognition and response.

KCSIE kev uppates €7D <«

J




sz DBS - Volunteers Schools - Sept 2026 __A
PARTNERSHIP
W Important changes to DBS rules for school volunteers from 1 September 2026 ER HE
l &

KEY LEGISLATIVE CHANGE m NEW THRESHOLDS FOR VOLUNTEERS
Supervision exemption removed EFFECTIVE FROM
From 1 September 2026, supervised volunteers may 1

More than 3 days in any 30-day period

n Frequency Requirement
now fall into regulated activity based on frequency SEPTEMBER Teaching, training, instructing, caring for, or
or overnight work. 2026 supervising children. A single overnight stay
automatically meets the threshold.

SAFEGUARDING IMPACT

This change closes a long-standing gap and strengthens schools' ability
to ensure volunteers are legally permitted to work with children.

CKittEa

WHAT SCHOOLS MUST DO NOW guaeLAiC
Effective from
< o =3 1 September 2026
0 .00 O © & =
€D — More than 3 days in any
— 0 30-day period OR one
overnight stay
Review all volunteer roles -~ Identify volunteers meeting Prep DBS applications Ensure final volunteer list Ensures legal safeguarding
across all linked settings - the new thresholds - ready for submission on is signed off by P for children
Sport/Faith/Clubs? check current DBS status 1 September 2026 Headteacher/DSL Schools must act now to
E prepare and comply

@ Source - Crime and PohClng ACt2026 3 secece e ctrsess st et ss st c et ccssssss st seessss s 0o



Al v <
Deepfakes

I What is Al?

Artificial Intelligence enables machines
1 to learn, reason, and make decisions.

What are Deepfakes?

Deepfakes are Al-generated or manipulated
videos, images, or audio that appear real.

Why It Matters?

Deepfakes can spread misinformation,
damage reputations, and influence opinions.

The Risks

Identity theft, scams, political manipulation,
and erosion of trust.

QP ™

e’  Stay Informed, Stay Safe

A A Verify information, think critically,
and use technology responsibly.

Do not view or share the media,
report to a DSL immediately.

D -

Generative AT can make fake ..~ [ &l
images, videos, and voices §5% L
look and sound real. ~
Before you believe it, or share it, VA 9 ,
make sure you look closer. | N .
Do not Do not Report it
share it download it immediately

Talk to a trusted teacher or adult. The school will support
you, and you are not in trouble.

If
5»:&:“
Training™ 0o you keow who youte sctestly tabieg 107

Download - Al Safety Poster



https://www.highspeedtraining.co.uk/hub/internet-safety-posters-for-schools/?utm_source=inset-pack-2026&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=inset-pack-2026
https://www.highspeedtraining.co.uk/hub/internet-safety-posters-for-schools/?utm_source=inset-pack-2026&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=inset-pack-2026
https://www.highspeedtraining.co.uk/hub/internet-safety-posters-for-schools/?utm_source=inset-pack-2026&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=inset-pack-2026

«««««««««««««««««

Department CHILDREN'S

R for Education W
Allergy Management
in Schools

Allergies Management Statutory Guidance UK 2026

Il i
Effective from
E September 2026
New statutory guidance to ensure the safety and

wellbeing of children with allergies in schools
across England.

NG
@ N

WhoIe-SchpoI 9 Staff Training Emefger'\cy
Allergy Policy Medication Healthcare Plans
Schools must develop and All staff, including caretakers Spare adrenaline auto-injectors Individual healthcare and
publish a whole-school allergy and mini-bus drivers, must (AAls) must be on-site for action plans must be in place
policy and display it on the undertake comprehensive emergency use in case of for pupils with serious allergies,
school website. allergy awareness and anaphylaxis. including food, animal, and
emergency response training. venom allergies.

These measures aim to standardize practices and provide consistent, life-saving

protections for children with allergies in schools across England.




South Gloucestershiro
CHILDREN'S
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Strengthened safeguarding and
welfare requirements

Safer sleep now fully

22%
9 embedded now in EYFS C‘
' /
\
.\ Enhanced DBS checks
% for all volunteers

Mandatory regard to
screen-use guidance

Allegations threshold lowered:
report harm

Extended domestic premises
notification duties

Restrictions linked to
banned dog breeds

Updates qualifications and free .t
DfE/NSPCC safeguarding training Lg




OFFICIAL - FOR PUBLIC RELEASE

[ ) [ ] [ ]
. Local Priorities
THE CHILD SAFEGUARDING CHILDREN'S
PRACTICE REVIEW PANEL = ER
Focused on what matters most in our communities

Download Report!
Annual Report

Neglect
Addressing the impact of neglect on
children and families.

Q

Improving understanding, support and Lea rning from
prevention for children and young people. n atl on aI case

reviews is

2024 to 2025

Mental Health and Suicide

Recognising and engaging the role of fathers
and other important adults in safeguarding.

B 8 ‘ Working with fathers/hidden adults

Cases are
l . Suicide related cases in girls and women echoed here.

' Understanding gendered risks and ensuring \ /

appropriate support and responses. 0 @ .

April 2026 e
p Mental Health crisis response
Strengthening timely, effective and

compassionate crisis support.

OFFICIAL - FOR PUBLIC RELEASE

‘ Working together to learn, improve and keep children and young people safe.


https://childsafeguarding.independent-panel.uk/wp-content/uploads/2026/03/Annual-Report-2024-to-2025-1.pdf
https://childsafeguarding.independent-panel.uk/

1

Co-ordination /
Handover between
Organisations

We work together
seamlessly, sharing
timely information
and ensuring safe
transitions for
children and families.

CHILDREN'S

PARTNERSHIP

Workin

CHILD SAFEGUARDING PRACTICE REVIEW PANEL

Practice Principles for 2026-27

These principles reflect what we learned in 2024-25 and what must guide
safeguarding practice in the year ahead.

% | |
~Q
&y

2

3

4

S5

Professional Effective risk Strong emphasis Consistently
Curiosity - assessment & on review and seeking, hearing
‘Asking the second decision making escalating & sharing voice
question’ concerns of child(ren)
We remain curious, We use evidence, We review decisions We listen to children,
challenge assumptions professional regularly and escalate value their views,
and seek the full judgement and concerns early when and ensure their
story to understand context to assess children remain voice shapes
what is happening risk accurately and at risk of harm. plans and
for the child. act in the child’s outcomes.
best interests.
\ 4

%

g together. Staying curious. Acting early. Listening always. Stronger practice. Safer children.

'FTR



CROSS-CASE LEARNING 2025

Shared Themes Between CSPR Sam (Child) & SAR Rita (Adult)

South Gloucestershire Children’s Partnership & South Gloucestershire Safeguarding Adults Board

HOW TO READ THIS

The numbered themes show
shared learning across both

-

child and adult cases. escalating harm — whether the primary service ™
user is a child r an adult. 1. CHILDREN'S LIVED
EXPERIENCE NOT
8. SAFETY PLANNING FULLY SEEN
TOO INCIDENT-FOCUSED b =
CROSS-CASE 2. TRAUMA PRESENT,
& COMPLEX, AND
(] LEARNING UNDER-RECOGNISED
\_‘- =7 ‘J . . 1 @ \
E—— : o 0 y (- =2\
6. PROFESSIONAL > ‘ ' \—¢ | 3. DOMESTIC ABUSE AS
CURIOSITY NEEDED .—-/ Working together. CUMULATIVE HARM
TO BE STRONGER 6 Safer for all Q -'
L e [ ’
=\ e’ _ )
5. FRAGMENTED g . 6 4. NON-ENGAGEMENT & '
INFORMATION e =" MINIMISATION &
SHARING MISINTERPRETED

CENTRAL INSIGHT

Both cases show how trauma, minimisation, and
fragmented multi-agency practice create predictable,

0 PAUSE AND THINK:
: What adults may be in
this child’s family?

What children may be
linked to this adult you

are working with?

WORK COLLABORATIVELY

across services to see the

ek

whole picture.




[
Key differences for children
safeg u a rd I ng not in education vs in education

Children

CHILDREN'S

ii
94 serious safeguarding incidents
reviewed by panel involved school age @ Mental
children (4-15) who experienced health
abuse and neglect.
oA

Nearly half of these children were
more likely to experience
additional vulnerabilities.

Substance
use

Education is a key protective factor. . gg:;at:onal
When children are not in school, m Needs

their visibility to professionals reduces. (SEND)

Missing school can be

In education
17 %
0
of children missing of children
education had a in education.

mental health condition.

6%

of children missing of children
education had in education.

of children missing of children

education had in education.
SEND needs.

a sign a child is not safe or supported. A K.



CH LDREN'S
PARTNERSHIP

Safeguarding
Childrer

Early Signs and Indicators

Persistent absence -
missing 10% or more sessions

Frequent lateness

Unexplained absence

Requests for time away

Withdrawal

Physical signs

>RXVAR DO

Changes at home

Professional Response

.

©

¥
\ 4

Share

O

Act

B Q

A4

o,

Notice

A4

Record Explore

Practice Example

EaN
3
Vi

(V'

v |

A school noticed a pupil's attendance had dropped
from 96% to 82% over two terms with frequent lateness.

Staff explored possible causes.

This revealed the child was caring for a younger sibling
due to parental mental health difficulties.

) Support was put in place through early help and the child’s

attendance and wellbeing improved.

4 Curiosity, Conversation and Collaboration turned
a pattern into positive change.

Team Discussion
Prompt

What is one action that
we can take this week to
better understand and
support children whose
attendance is causing a
concern?




PERATION == N
NCOMPASS Y8 )

FREE NATIONAL KEY ADULT FORCE ..
O PE RATI O N E N COM PASS Our aim is to ensure that schools have

timely information about all police

T R A I N I N G attended incidents of c‘iomesﬁc abuse,

no matter where in the world the
child lives.

This training is CPD accredited and should be
completed by all professionals receiving Operation
Encompass notifications. All those working with
children including school governors can also undertake
this training.

SIGNUPTO
TRAINING

090 -
r—m—\ Complete your training today
and help make a difference.

CPD ACCREDITED FOR ALL PROFESSIONALS MAKING A DIFFERENCE
Accredited fraining |  Essential for those working Timely information

for professionals with children, including helps protect and
school governors support children

Sign up here now



https://www.operationencompass.org/

Control Tactics Wheel

as Types of Abuse Linked to Domestic Abuse

South Gleucsstershire Property/Pets Psychological

CHILDREN'S
PARTNERSHIP {;’.;:
‘ :! « Damage property s Nerbaliattack
Stalking = Hurt pets - Meilrridag:me(; i

» Threaten pets * Threats

itori < Mirimi
+ Monitoring messages : R;;‘iI::\l:ﬁze » Spends all money
= Stalking social media = Prohibits work
= Ruins credit
Relationships :
« Rumors/distorted info = t
- Send messages as partner ABUSE = ll.:l:z:.:’xste(;co :

« GPS trackers - Punch walls - Always right Economic
« Monitoring accounts - Throw items silxnors (eelings - Controls all money
- Gas lighting
= Stalking house/car/work aRetih » Refusal to work
Sexual
= Discredit character DOM ESTIC - Extreme jealousy
oy Vit et abuser gt ook
« Birth control/STDs

® @ - Punish to hurt victim g « Driving reckless
- Use as spies 4 = Pushing, grabbing, etc.
mm = Take children = Locking in or out of home
- Threaten to take 4 - - Withhold necessities
Custody/visitation 4 Y ' » Disrupt meals/sleep

Children / lIsolation dth
f” < Easier to control - Lie to police -
« Without support « Lie on ex-parte Physical

« Limit resources « Lie in family court
« Limit time « Lie in criminal court

- Criticize support » Force to break law
s 7 » Force to drop charges

Domestic abuse is a pattern of coercive, controlling behaviour used to gain
power and maintain control over a partner or ex-partner.

Source: Brigitte Walker, MSCJ | Harmony House | 2018
Reference: “Understanding the Nature and Dynamics of Domestic Violence” MCADSV



-== How to support children who are

PARTNERSHIP

Stay alert and use

professional curiosity

Children often do not recognise
controlling or violent households
as "abuse” because it is
their normal. Use
professional curiosity
to read between the
lines of subtle
behaviour changes.

Explain healthy
relationships

Teaching children and
young people what a

healthy relationship
looks like will help them
to recognise signs of
abuse in their own
relationships.

~

g Respect

. Communication

' Trust

exposed to Domestic Abuse?

y) Maintain an ongoing,
trusted relationship

If a child discloses domestic
abuse, ensure you maintain
open, non-judgmental
communication. Never use
victim-blaming language.

Support
Operation Encompass

When information is shared
with you, ensure you provide
appropriate support in your
sessions and stay alert to
the child’s behaviour.



. The scale
e and nature of

IEES S child sexual abuse

on child

sexual abuse What we know from our 2026 report

are sexually abused by the age of
18 — according to new analysis.

o 6 2 2 2 2 2 Onein six children

South Gleucestershire

CHILDREN'S

: IPA TNERSHIPI :

Survey data shows child sexual abuse
is often present alongside other forms
of childhood abuse or neglect.

© Atleast [V O

500,000 @
children

e Most children told
no one about their

abuse at the time Q
e M Every child.
w Every voice.

Every action.

are estimated to experience in-person
contact sexual abuse each year in
England and Wales.

However, this is a significant underestimate
because it does not include abuse online
and in other contexts.

' This is often because of embarrassment
or shame, fear of not being believed,
or self-blame.

It is important that professionals are
confident in recognising signs and
indicators of child sexual abuse.

Y & a3

Protect Believe and Support
children support survivors  professionals

o

Build a safer
future

O © o0 ©



— RECOGNISING AND RESPONDING TO ~
POSSIBLE CHILD SEXUAL ABUSE &}

PARTNERSHIP
(> overcoming THe TaB00 IR v ITTTARATYS

A\ Y WARNING sIGNS

Sudden behavioural, emotional, Sexual abuse can feel uncomfortable .4 Notice concerns —ﬁ-
Baccemctienges to think about or discuss.
.4 Record facts accurately
Withdrawal, anxiety, low mood, : (e e Feassii
aggression, or loss of confidence. . Embarrassment, uncertainty,
‘9 or fear of being wrong ) Share concerns with the S—
Age-inappropriate sexual knowledge, must not prevent action. Designated Safeguarding Lead (DSL) ;

language, or behaviour. Follow safeguarding procedures

Abuse often depends on secrecy

Avoidance of certain people ;
and adults overlooking concerns.

or places. Q Don’t investigate yourself

Professional curiosity is a 0 Don't ask leading questions

safeguarding responsibility, s
: s 2/ Q Don'’t dismiss concerns because
not an accusation.

Frequent unexplained the topic feels uncomfortable

Physicalcompiaints “@- BEPROFESSIONALLY CURIOUS

#
’ KEY Your role is not to prove abuse.
‘ | Your role is to notice, record, explore appropriately, and act.
M Ess AGE A vigilant and professionally curious teacher may be the adult
\

who helps a child get the support they need.

38 © ©

(e.g. bedwetting).

Regression to younger behaviours Q

N

NP




CHILDREN'S

acesl MANDATORY DUTY TO REPORT Drvs

A CHILD SEXUAL ABUSE e
CKittled Report. Record. Support.

A 5-STEP SAFEGUARDING PROCESS

(- & o = /
AWARENESS OF INTERNAL MANDATORY 1) SAFEGUARDING ‘ FOLLOW-UP,
CHILD SEXUAL ABUSE SAFEGUARDING EXTERNAL REPORT Wi’ ACTIONS & RECORD MONITORING &

NOTIFICATION KEEPING REVIEW
v
Vv \J
- A = 4
You become aware through: DSL/Headteacher n.1ust Croats 4 cléak ‘
A disclosure f mako s Teport to: factual record @ Confirm statutory
isclosure from 5
‘. a child or adult @  DSL (Designated o Police (crime, immediate . _ agency response
0 Safeguarding Lead), or W danger, criminal offence), il chument dates, Flmes,
e and/or f;’l'(‘:ince' and actions ‘ e Maintain support
@ itnessing abuse i Headteacher if ® e Children’s SocialCare for the child
. . DSL unavailable @a® (safequarding concern) { ) Putimmediate safety
Seeing/hearing W’ measures in place Review policy
evidence (images, E Follow your organisation’s == One mandatory report . and processes
video, audio) safeguarding policy Eé is required per incident— “7v)  Consider wider risks
but internal escalation LY (siblings, peers, other
Credible information must still occur. ~ settings) Do staff understand
indicating abuse e®e DSL/H-Teacher the duty?
has occurred @ ossesses immediate risk «® External agencies begin .) Continue monitoring
) o statutory response and support
T Confidentiality: Keep the child 0 ® ¢ Worktogether with
Q KEY REMINDERS ® , :::; '»:l;zlfc‘)zttl);ela a shareona & at the centre of '.‘ colleagues and
&) y need-to-know basis every decision external agencies

@ Source - Crime and Policing Act 2026




Safeg uardi ng Vlg ilance h Key Guidance

Relentless in monitoring wellbeing and vulnerability
of children with disabilities A

for Gloucestershire's Children

A7), s47Data
* || |} Chidren with disabilities
W@ 7% of cohort

N 1.7% A =0

\{ > "/l") l\ l //‘ L\L/

./ )  Childrenin SGlos o4 /0
S are disabled

A ) 3x more likely

. AR - ) < Y

| A ,v" Disabled children are 3 x more w N

- likely to experience abuse or neglect.

0 Risks in ‘Closed Culture Settings’

' - l\\;,\ y \ \'_,‘ I [\:/ ,"‘ {"_‘3).\‘ ( ‘\Ti/(—‘ " \ Q’/\‘ fh\ ehdren, schools and families
Settings - Inherent Poor care Weak Poor skills, Lack of PARTNERSHIP - .
unlikely risks/ provision leadership training, external ‘ Read the full practice guidance
many  Warming Signs- and supervision ~ oversight AL for essential information and
outsiders go? = Indicators management of staff best practice.

Every child. Every setting. Every day. ® 0,
Stay alert, spot the signs, speak up, and act. &ﬁ



SAFEGUARDING CHILDREN ..
WITH DISABILITIES/SEND “&*

UNDERSTANDING THE ISSUE O KEY TAKEAWAYS

e Wil BEN Y Children with Disabilities/SEND
be more likely to be abused or neglected face higher safeguarding risks

Find it harder to tell someone

what's wrong Inclusive practice is essential

Be less likely to understand abuse

Be more likely to be silenced Communication and listening is key

or disbelieved

Experience bullying, harassment
or discrimination

Professional curiosity is a must

Have over-optimistic assumptions

Challenge assumptions
made about their abilities g P

May have potential signs of abuse
overlooked, dismissed, or wrongly
attributed to their disability or diagnosis

Work together to reduce risk
and improve outcomes

@@@@%OG
41 >loJel:]a

PROFESSIONAL CURIOSITY PROMPT

“Am | overlooking a safeguarding concern by assuming this is
disability or diagnosis related?” helie

“What else could this behaviour be telling us?” o0 00




Supporting Gender Questioning Pupils

EHiBRENS

PARTNERSHIP

1) KCSIE suggests that schools should
generally take a cautious and individualised
approach to supporting children who are
questioning their gender. The guidance
also states:

® Schools should not initiate any action
regarding social transition.

e Parents or carers should usually be involved.

2) Schools should focus on safeguarding
and wellbeing. Where a child’s wellbeing
or safety may be affected, schools should
look to secure coordinated support, early
help pathways and multi-agency
involvement where appropriate, in line
with Working Together to Safeguard
Children guidelines.



_How to help puplls nawgate ﬂ

safely s confldently ! o

£ 1) Embed online safety and digital

= : 4 Signpost visible support ’ NEED
~ resilience across the curriculum
' 000 Integrate media literacy into PSHE. Sow ;n:ernet S pos.lteLs L referl P :‘

Teach pupils how to spot extreme influencer to useful content so pupils know exactly Q \

JE . < . Sane how to report concerns or seek help. b 4
rhetoric and misinformation, while equipping SRR SR Olee P T
them with clear strategies to report harm. — '

Engage and support parents £/ Understand filtering and
and carers ““ monitoring systems
Regularly share resources and ' Ensure pupil systems actively block
advice to bridge the safety gap harmful online content while
between provision and home. monitoring any concerning behaviour

to catch patterns of concern early.



Adversity in Childhood

CHILDREN'S

and Trauma Cumulative Impact. :"\5”/

Verbal abuse ’ Physical neglect Parental substance
Emotional abuse \ Emotional misuse
neglect

Parental criminal
Physical abuse behaviour and/or Domestic abuse
incarceration

Loss of a parent

Parental mental
Sexual abuse (death or

_ illness
separation)




The ACE Pyramid

The mechanism by which Adverse Childhood
Experiences influence health and well-being
throughout the lifespan.

Disease,
disability and
social

Adoption of
health-risk behaviours

,Q&Q\ Key Takeaway

(ﬂ Early adverse experiences can disrupt Social, emotional
development and increase the risk of and cognitive impairment

poor health, disease, and early death.

Disrupted neurodevelopment

South Glowcesiershire

CHILDREN'S

: IPA TNERSHIPI / Adverse childhood experiences

Death

Conception

Source: Felitti, V. J., Anda, R. F., Nordenberg, D., Williamson, D. F., Spitz, A. M., Edwards, V., Koss, M. P.,
& Marks, J. S. (1998). Relationship of childhood abuse and household dysfunction to many of the leading

causes of death in adults: The Adverse Childhood Experiences (ACE) Study. American Journal of Preventive
Medicine, 14(4), 245-258.




=== 1he Pair of ACES

PARTNERSHIP

ADVERSE CHILDHOOD EXPERIENCES

Y, <% $ U 2 .
Maternal Depression , Zhub#3s(& 2 o\ j g ,. Physical & Emotional Neglect

Emotional & Sexual Abuse _* .

ARz

Substance Abuse

Divorce

y, PN

% ( Mental lllness

l"
LA

Domestic Violence

Homelessness Incarceration

ADVERSE COMMUNITY ENVIRONMENTS

Poverty ' 1A ‘ N\, Violence
s AN
Discrimination Poor Housing Quality & Affordability
Community Disruption

Lack of Opportunity, Economic
Mobility and Social Capital



: Children with
Persistent] ,.
e 0 Traveller e abselnt 4 Mental Health af
B2 cicren (X needs v

LGBTQ+

' Children
with SEND

Children misusing
drugs / alcohol
themselves

) ¥/ ADDITIONAL

A e — VULNERABILITIES? ool
Privately ® ® UASC
fostered ' F (Unaccompanied

L] asylum children)

Children living
il ; ~ with ACE's.
Excluded Chlldren at risk Young
‘ children 0f being Garars
exploited

EiBRaS

Homelessness

PARTNERSHIP
W Recognising these additional vulnerabilities helps us identify, understand and support children at greater risk.




‘Bad’ Behavioor |ceberg
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Interconnected Harm: How Abuse :i:
Types Combine in Practice N~

0 Emotional Abuse - Neglect - Creates e Physical Abuse - a Sexual Abuse -
The Common Thread Conditions for Rarely Occurs Always Includes

Other Harm Alone Emotional Abuse
@ Presentin ® Lack o ® Always paired @ Grooming,
almost all supervision = with fear, secrecy,
cases injuries, unsafe intimidation, manipulation
adults, online risks Leakioh
® Fear, shame, S of @ Child shows @ Shame, withdrawal,
bIam.e, c'ontrol, o hypervigilance, sudden behavioural
humiliation YUTETaNllL 0 flinchin
roomin = change
g g ~ self-blame
: Exilalps any @ Chronic, cumulative \\ ® Injuries + ® Often enabled by
Shievourd backdrop ol neglect or chaotic
changes :
behavioural environments
indicators

When you see one type of harm, actively
look for the others — they rarely exist alone.

Professional Curiosity Prompt | ‘ ‘



Professional Curiosity W

How
?

Ask the second question Triangulate



South Gloucestershire Children’s Partnership

Neglect Toolkit 2025

i
PARTNERSHIP
Nationally neglect is \@/Z
the most common
24 category of abuse of children
recorded for children on a plan.

\ on protection plans,
accounting for almost

O

Most common Protection plans Almost half

Neglect is the most Recorded for children Accounting for almost

common category of on protection plans half of children on
nationally. a plan.

abuse.



CHILDREN'S 0 Considers Harm relating to:

PARTNERSHIP .
N~ &
2 Criminal Exploitation (Crime Groups -
CPHOTH 2 &mix

Sexual Exploitation

SR T Serious Youth Violence
Child Protection - D |
Harm Outside The Home Online Harm

& Modern Slavery and Human Trafficking

[.“ Teenage Relationship Abuse

@ Clickbelor inkiteread

CP HOTH Multi Agency

Learning Brief 2025 @@
2 Peer on Peer Abuse

Does not include Radicalisation risks as
managed under the Prevent duty.


https://sites.southglos.gov.uk/safeguarding/wp-content/uploads/sites/221/2015/05/Multi-Agency-ROTH-Audit-Learning-Brief-June-2025.pdf
https://sites.southglos.gov.uk/safeguarding/wp-content/uploads/sites/221/2015/05/Multi-Agency-ROTH-Audit-Learning-Brief-June-2025.pdf

EXPLOITATION IS CP

Protect children. Share concerns. Act early.

s Nyfe N N
NEW NAME - MAKE ANY URGENT NEW
EMPHASIS: REFERRALISd CP-ROTH
EXPLOITATION IS CP asi/OLUOLIGaNy. TOOLKIT
CP case
S 7 NN =
e ) g/ N
ANYONE CAN USE
ROTH TACTICAL ANY PROFESSIONAL AVON AND SOMERSET
GROUP MEETINGS can refer POLICE PORTAL
(RTG) into RTG to report concerns about
child(ren), contexts or
suspected offenders
(intelligence/rumours)

South Glouecstershie
CHILDREN'S

._A ]
Ly ! )

) “c“"‘r\

= ':‘ PARTNERSHIP
"oo u\(' W

O ’ EXPLOITATION IS CHILD PROTECTION ¢ SHARE CONCERNS e ACT EARLY \")

Avon and Somerset Police Online Portal

e CLICK TO - REPORT CHILD SEXUAL EXPLOITATION



https://www.avonandsomerset.police.uk/report/child-sexual-exploitation-cse

Souf Grucesiritie

CHILDREN'S

South Gloucestershiremﬁulside The Home B Tool W

The Risk Outside The Home (ROTH) Tool is a multi-agency tool designed for use by all professionals who work with children and young people.
It should be used when there are concerns or worries that a child or young person may be at risk of, or experiencing one or more of the following:

Criminal exploitation
Sexual exploitation
Financial exploitation
Forced labour

Serious youth violence
Trafficking

South Gloucestershire's ROTH Tool uses a traffic light scaling system where 0 means there is evidence to indicate that the child or young person
is at significant and immediate risk outside the home and 10 means there is no evidence to indicate that the child or young person is at any risk
outside the home.

000000 ' 000

High Risk Medium Risk Low Risk
The tool provides ten domains to explore using the traffic light scaling, to enable you _
to make a professional judgement about whether a child or young person is at overall When completing the ROTH Tool:
low (scale 8, 9, 10), medium (scale 4, 5, 6, 7) or high (0, 1, 2, 3) risk outside the * Be specific about details Ithat can he_lp identify and consider
home. For each domain there is guidance to support you to make an informed harm that may be happening to a child or young person for

example, names of places, people, shops, car registration

decision around scaling in relation to level of risk. The ten domains are as follows: .
numbers, websites.

1. 5 L . -3
Peer + Use appropriate language. Language implying that a child or

Education, Relationships young person is complicit in any way or responsible for the
Training and and Abusive abuse that has happened or may be happening to them, should

Employment Adults be avoided.

9. 10.

Serious Youth s Include the views of the child or young person, their parents/

Unexplained | Violence and carers or any other involved professionals where possible

cocial Media and]  Places and Drug and Items and Offending however, be mindful that this tool is primarily designed to help

Technology Spaces Alcohol Use Rewards Behaviour structure the information you have and fo support your

professional judgement about the level of risk to a child or
young person outside the home.

Prior to completing the ROTH Tool, it is advisable to access the accompanying
ROTH Practice Guidance available on the South Gloucestershire Children's » Inaccordance with a Signs of Safety approach, remember to
Partnership website, along with various resources to support professionals working balance worries and concerns with strengths and safety factors
with children and young people thought to be at risk outside the home. where possible.




Child Exploitation Updates

sevescccns @ Stronger laws. Greater protection. Safer futures for children. <ccccecons

W i 9 EXPANDED DEFINITION OF SEXUAL EXPLOITATION

@ The Act creates a specific criminal Now explicitly includes:
offence of Child Criminal Exploitation.
: a Online sexualised contact n‘ Livstieaming
AN ADULT COMMITS AN OFFENCE IF THEY:

‘ 5 @ Eﬂ Coercive sexting IEZ::MOQY'faCIIItated

exploitation

Recruit, direct, | Facilitate a child’s Benefit from a
or control achild : involvementin crime | child’s criminal activity
— == m Sexualised image
A child’s apparent willingness is W creation/distribution Duty for Child Sexual
not a defence. Abuse applies to CSE

o O

CCE is now a Grooming (CCE & CSE) Definitions of Mandatory reporting Stronger protection
specific criminal offence is a statutory " exploitation expanded introduced for child : for children and
; aggravating factor { f sexual abuse E survivors

/ South Gloucestershire
/ CHILDREN'S
PARTNERSHIP

Source - Crime and Policing Act 2026 ,
@( CKITT

INVESTIGATION & TRAINING




r B

Safeguarding Training Evaluation
Form 2026

South Glouces tershire

CHILDREN'S

: PA TNERSHIP :
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